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From this year, two
B.Techs from lIT-Kin
just one more year

KAUTILYA SINGH
KANPUR | MARCH 26

ALLOWING students more
flexibility as lines between
disciplines get blurred in fron-
tier research, the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Kanpur
(IIT-K} is set to become the
first in the country to allow
students to complete B.Tech.
programmes in two different
streams in just five years.

At present, a B.Tech pro-
gramme in one stream is
completed in eight semes-
ters over a period of four
years. But from the new ac-
ademic year (2011-12),
students will have the op-

portunity of completing
B.Tech. programmes in two
different streams in five
years.

A student wishing to pur-
sue B.Tech course in an addi-
tional stream will have to in-
form the IIT-K authorities

between the second and sixth -

semesters. Depending on the
student’s performance, the
authorities will decide whe-
ther to approve the request or
not. If approved, the student
will get an additional year —
after completing the four-year
B.Tech course in one stream
—toptirsue the degree in the
second stream.
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Now, get two
B.Techs from lIT-K

in one more year

Confirming this, [IT-K diree-
tor Sanjay Govind Dhande said
there have been many students
who find out that they have bet-
ter opportunities in a different
stream, “Our initiative will defi-
nitely come as a major boost to
such students,” he said.

“This change will be applica-
ble only for new students who
get admission from 2011-12,” he
said. “This will be the first time
when an IIT will be awarding
B.Tech. degrees to a student in
two different streams in a span
of five years,” Dhande added.

grated B.Sc. course from the new
academic sessions. Students who
wish to pursue M.Sc. will have to
spend an additional year.
According to Dhande, the ITT-
K has formed an Academic Pro-
gramme Review Committee
(APRC) comprising of senior fac-

" ulty and staff members to keep

in touch with the changing edu-
cation trends across the world.
“On the APRC’s recommen-
dations, we bring about the re-
quired changes in our educa-
tional format once every
decade,” he said. The changes

At present, the . announced by
institute offers AnSWEI—SheetS IITK  in  the
B.Tech. pro- - B.Tech., M.Tech.
grammes in nine Of IEE onhne and M.Sc.
different streams:  KANPUR: Inan effort to en- courses will be

Aerospace Engi-
neering, Bio Sci-
ences and Bio En-
gineering,

Chemical Engi-
neering, Civil En-
gineering, Com-
puter  Science
and Engineering,
Electrical Engi-

sure transparency, iT-K direc-
tor Sanjay Govind Dhande
said that all aspirants for the
IITJEE 2011 will get a sepa-
rate password with which
he/she can view his/her an-
swer-sheet and marks online,
Within 48 hours of the exam,
the correct answers will be
posted online. After the re-

applicable  till
2020. “Following
the concept of in-
tegrated  engi-
neering, we have
brought about
the changes in
different

courses,”  said
Dhande.

neering, Indus- sulfsare dedared, the “Students are
trialand Manage-  scanned copies of the answer-  given credit
ment sheets wlll be uploaded, points for attend-
Engineering, Me-  which can be accessed with ing  lecturers,
chanical Engi- individualpasswords. ENS completing as-
neering, and Ma- signments  on
terials and time, attending

Metallurgical Engineering.

In another major move, the
institute has cut down the
M.Tech. course by a year. This
means that B.Tech. students who
wish to pursue the masters’ de-
gree in the same stream can do
s0 by spending just one addi-
tional year. At present the insti-
tute runs a two-year M.Tech.
course.

" Moreover, the five-year inte-
grated M.Sc, course will also be
replaced by a four-year inte-

practical classes and extra-cur-
ricular activities. Only those stu-
dents who live up to our expecta-
tions will be given permission to
pursue B.Tech, in two courses or
complete M.Sc. and M.Tech. in
five years,” said Dhande. “The
requests of student getting be-
tween 390 credits and 430 cred-
its during their course will be en-
tertained. The selected students
will be asked 10 collect addi-
tional 100 credits before they get
our final nod.”



Hindustan Times Chandigarh 26.03.11 p-7

Check IT'T-JEE marks online

Chary Sudan Kasturi

Imchan: kastesanadustaTimes.com

NEW DELHI: Students appearing
for the highly competitive
entrance examination of the
Indian Institutes of Technology
this vear can for the first time
see their answer scripts after
pvaluation and compare their
seores with their answers.

The II'f's will place on the net
seamned copies of answer seripts
of each of the estimated 4.85 lakh
students appearing for the [T
Joint Entrance Exammation on
April 11, I Kanpur director
sanjay Dhande told HT on
E rzdcw HF Kenpur 18 m charge
of organising the H1-JEE this
vear. The move is among three
dramatic admission process
reforms the s will formally

announes, possibly on Saturday,
{0 regam any loss of fath the
HT-JEE, ravaged by repeated
controversies since 2006, “the
answer scripts can be accessed
by a student-specific password,”
Dhande said. Apart from mak-
ing answer scripts available, the
1H'Ps will announce the correct
answers to all questions i the
HE-JEE within 48 hours of the
test, Dhande said. Students at
present have torely on coaching
centres in the immediate after-
math ofthe I'T-JEE for answers
{0 questions.

Fach student will also receive
marks at the time of result dec-
iaration — irrvespective of
whether the student has quak-
fied, he said. Only students who
ruaklfy receive marks at present,
and that too much after the exam
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results are declaved.

Together, these measures will
for the first time allow reach stu-
dent to evaluate his or her own
performance and point out any
problemin their marking by the
iI'f's before the admission
Drocess 18 over and it 18 too late
for corrective action. The
reforms will also enable students
who do not qualify to wdentify
areasof weakness, and whether
they are close enough to quaki-
fying to appear for asecondtime
next vear. ‘The I'f's failed to
explain the cut-offs they used for
the JEE in 2000 till last year.
Thevoftered three explanations
for the cut-offs that they subse-
quently changed, once if was
exposed that explanations cited
did not vield the cut-offs used.
Over 10O students suffered.



Page 3 of 10

Publication: The Times Of India Delly;Date: MMar 27, 2011 Zection: Times MNation; Page: 17,

Pitroda calls
present edu
system ohsolete

Bhubaneswar: Pushing for
a change in the teaching sys-
temn, chairman of Innovation
Council 8am Pitroda said the
present model has become
“pasentially obsolete Deliv-
ering the 48rd conwvocation
address of Utkal University;
Fitroda said, “Only innova-
tion and technology can save
highereducation inIndia.”

“f 1ot of praduates arenot
well-equipped to meet the
challenges at the work place.
Wuch of theskilled manpow-
er 15 not qualified. We have to
focus on the mismatch, Our
universities have to innovate
locally™ he said, adding, “our
universities produce IT grad-
uates but they don't use IT”

Pitroda suggested to uni-
versity authorities set up in-
cubation centres and work
for longer shifts. ma

Publication: The Times Of India Delhi; Date: Mar 27, 2011; Section: Times MNation; Page: 17,

V-Cs throw weight
behind semester system

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi University
isstill shruggling to put the se-
mester systerm in place but
that did not stop more than
200 vicechancellors of cen-
tral and state imiversities to
recommend the system and
even assessment of teachers
by students.

The other recommenda-
tions made by the ¥V-Cs at the
end of their twoday confer-
ence were no less lofty

At a time when even a
slight fee increase becomes a
political issue, the V.Cs said
the central and state umversi-
ties should be allowed to re-
vise the fee structure by at
least 10% for every three-year
period. The mesting also rec-
ommended that number of
colleges atached to a single
university should not exceed

more than 400r50. Itis unlike-
Iy that the recommendations
will ever get implemented.

Realising the difficulty in
implementation, HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal told the V-Csto
get back to the ministry with-
in a month stating the recom-
mendationswhich aredoable.
Sibal said he would take up
recomimendations with the
stateeducation ministers and
even put them on the agenda
of the next mesting of the
Central Advisory Board of
Education.

Strangely there was no
recomimendation on reform
in the examination and ad-
mission svstemm. In fact, Sibal
had to remind the VCs about
the bigmiss. The VCsalsosug-
sestacredit-based systerm and
=aid external assessment of
colleges/univers ties/inst-
tutlons was a must.
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What ails
cngincering
cducation

Sriraammn Balasubramanian

nmgmineering education in

T mamil Nadail, which is the
rest in thhe nation, produaces
rrilliant students but does
not necessarily produce path -
bBrealcing research in the
country that can cause global
diffcercinicc.

The reasons are deep and
fusndarsniental il natuare. The
crux lies in the structure. the
=s=yllakbhi, and the attitude of the
cntire systena.

Starting from the top, the
structure needs a chhange. Eo—-
Hinecering colleges inn the State
come under omne major uani-
wversity. Essentially what hap -
pens is that there is hefty
lobbying for the pristine post
of Vice-Chancellor and, as o
result, numerous obligations
are present for the naan at the
top post: as such., objectivity
i policy-making is alrmost
non-existent.

The marn at thhe helm is giv-
en o mere three yyears and
~while a three—-year term is a
sood barometer of one’s_per—
formance, there does ot
seem to exist structured proc-—
esses vwhich check the level of
performance. the level of cor-
ruption, if any, and the level
of personal gains fromm any of
the policies undertakern. if
the committee to choose the
top post is monitored by the
Supreme Court (since such a
Ihuge set of colleges are ander
it)d, thhemn there would e more
Lransparency within the sy s—
tem. Furthermore, Tmore cor—
Timieitsy zdl independence
should be giveir to thhe VWVC s so
that he/s/she can implement
Ppolicies withoutl hindrancoce.
The engineering syllabus bbar—
ring Lthe ITT is outdated and
mneeds arevamp. For examplce,

there is a course called pro-
fessional cthics., This is ora-—
wial but if soa ask  any
engincering student., he will
laugh at wwhat goes on in this
class. The pCocrsoIix teamockaings
the subject is clueless and
wornld be reading a bunciy of
rhetorical monologues From a
boolk throeughout the course.
O the contrary. the course—
work should be more inter-
active. and not just
theoretical in mature, asiming
mt showing Lthe student how
much he she counld relate it ta
his or her future profession.
The srmpliasis should be nol
on how much yvou memorise,
but on how much you appls
svhat yyou memorise. Courses
showuld be based on industry—
situdent interactions and have
a broader outloolk on life, mot
thhe narrow mindset of pass—
ing an exam. One of thhe major
changes thhat can be done is to
Pring youny professors in the
university on the review corm-—
mittee for syllabus change. A
Prerfeoect amalgamation of the
young and the old would help
revamp the syllabi in such =a
aras thhat it fits into thhe youtihn-—
ful dynamics of today and vet
retains the wisdorrm of the
stalwarts of yesteryear.

Attitude nmneeds a change ev—
erywhere. One of thhe major
drawbacks with gowvernrment
colleges is= that they have =a
sloppy administraticn. FPro-
fessionalisx Arndd accounnt-
akility ncecced to b brought i
inm the formnm ofhawving a private
organisation monitoer the ad-
ministraticn till it reaches =
certain Jevel of efficiency .
One of the waws to inculcate
professicnalismm  and make
the staff accountable is to pay
thhoerm more.

Fortunatcely, after thhe Sixth
Fray Commission the profes-
sor earmns a coreditable s,
[=leNelele] a Tonthy azacl this
would help change thhe atti-
tude of somme faculty who are
grudging the lack of a decent
salary. Their grudge is justi-
fied considering tlic disparits
in pay with graduated stiui—
dents profitably employed in
the private sectors. Hawing
said this, if this grudge gets
transiated intao beinysg lethar—
gic at work and grading stwz-—
dents writh 2 personal
woendotta, this treind can zZget
dangercous. An increase i pay
also results in more gualits
faculty coming intae thhae sys-—
term within the engineering
wcollepges and thus followings
the law of cyclic reactions, thhe
knowledge imparted to the
students also increases.

(The writer is a Graduate
Stirdent i rthe Frngineersng

Afanagerment [Liniversits of
Sowuthern Cal:fornxa Los Az:—
celes i ermail

Trarrrs 7777@1 a2 rx_ o rrr
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IFYOU SUCCEED IN INDIA, YOU

85 REPORTER
Ahmedabad, 26 March

otivating man-

agement grad-

uates to become

global leaders

at the 46th an-
nual convocation of the coun-
try’s premier B-school, the In-
dian Institute of Management-
Ahmedabad (TM-A), Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh today
emphasised the country’s sig-
nificance as a training ground
for managers.

Chief Minister Narendra Modi
sharing the dais with the Prime
Minister. In his convocation
address to the 46th passing-

Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi (feft} along with
Governor Kamla Beniwal and Prime Minister Manmohan
Singhat IIM-A's 46th convocation. PHOTO: YASIN D

out batch today, Singh touched
upon various issues including
the progress after economic
reforms, quality of the Indian

managers and the potential ru-
ral markets in the country. Tak-
ing note of the country’s progress
over the past 20 years, since the
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BS REPORTER
Ahmedabad, 26 March

1 a representation to Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh,
Guijarat Chief Minister Naren-
dra Modi brought up the long-
pending issues of the state,
Modi raised the issue of gas
allocation to the power plants
in Gujarat as already ap-

Modi hands PM list of demands

SUCCEED ANYWHERE: PM ATIIM-A

proved and said the injustice
suffered by CNG vehicle own-
ers in the form of frequent in-
crease in CNG prices should
be addressed. He also said
the move that nearly 130
items, exempted from central
excise duty, had been pro-
pased to be covered under the
excise net would impose an
extra burden on people.

economic reforms took place in
the early 1990s, the Prime Min-
ister said: “The path was new,
the challenges were formidable,
the outcomes were uncertain.
But our resolve was strong and

our goals were clear. The reforms
of 1991 were aimed at unleash-
ing the animal spirits of Indian
enterprise and the wellsprings
of Indian creativity. Today, the
sucoess of the reforms is evident ”

Standards must be set for affiliation
of colleges, says Kapil Sibal

Special Correspondent

dards defining which colleges

control

fto

that] of

universities to give their re-

NEW DELHI: Union Human Re-
source Development Minis-
ter Kapil Sibal on Saturday
said there was a need to set
standards for the affiliation of
colleges to a university.
Speaking at the concluding
function of the two-day meet-
ing of Central and State uni-
versity vice-chancellors here
on Saturday, Mr. Sibal point-
ed out the absence of stan-

deserved affiliation to univer-
sities.

Advocating that colleges
with 4 good track record be
allowed to grant degrees, Mr.
Sibal said such a move would
also encourafe other colleges
to improve their perform-
ance. Stating that colleges
needed to be given freedom
regarding the hiring of facul-
ty, he called for a “paradigm-

shift in mindset from that of

flexibility.”

Mr Sibal also felt that uni-
versities should move to-
wards amending statutes
which  constrained their
growth and that educational
institutions should come to-
gether to set up knowledge
parks.

Reports sought

The Minister asked the
vice-chancellors of the State

ports, within four weeks, on
the recommendations arising
from the meeting, adding that
those recommendations
which were implementable
should be started off with im-
mediately and those which
required approval from the
State governments should be
pursued with the administra-
tion. The meeting was orga-
nised by the University
Grants Commission.
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There’s no magic pill
to cure a bad cough

Washington: Prescribing antibiotics
for patients with discoloured phlegm
caused by acute cough has little or no
effect in alleviating the symptoms or
in helping recovery, a Cardiff Uni-
versity study found.

Acute cough is one of the common
reasons why people visit their GE One
of the most common questions
asked by GPs to patients is
about their phlegm: “Are
you coughing anything
up?” or “What colour is
your phlegm?” Clinicians
and patients commonly
believe that yellow and
grecn phlegm is associated
with a bacterial infection, *
which is morelikely to
benefit from antibi-
otic treatment
compared
with non-
productive
cough or

cough that produces clear phlegm.
However, Professor Chris Butler
and his team from Cardiff Univer-
sity’s School of Medicine, along with
colleagues from 14 European cen-
tres studied 3,402 patients with acute
cough. They found that patients pro-
ducing discoloured phlegm are pre-
scribed antibiotics more frequent-
Iy. But recovery was not asso-
ciated with antibiotic treat-
ment. Clinicians and patients
are therefore overinterpret-
ing the importance of the
colour of phlegm in taking
antibioties.These findings
add weight to the
message that an-
tibiotic treat-
ment does
not speed
recovery,
says
Butler.
ANI
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PREMIJI KEEN ON IMPROVING
EDUCATION IN MAHARASHTRA

SANJAY JOG
Mumbai, 26 March
aharashtra
seems to be the
next battlefield
for Azim Pre-
mji Founda-
tion, the not-for-profit entity
promoted by Wipro Chair-

man Azim Premji, to improve
elementary education at the
grassroots level.

Premji met Chief Minister
Prithviraj Chavan on Friday
evening and expressed his in-
tentions to work with the state
government in this regard.

Maharashtra has 15.9 mil-
lion students enrolled in
94,274 schools. Apart from
1,998 primary, 925 second-
ary and 285 higher second-
ary institutions exclusively
for girls, the state has also
572 engineering institutions,
with an intake capacity of
261,625 students.

“It was more or less an
‘ice-breaking’ meeting. Pre-
mji explained the foundation’s
work in varioys states to-
wards improving the quality
of education. The foundation
has so far worked with over
25,000 schools, involving 2.5
million children since it was
founded in 2001,” a senior
state government official pres-
ent at the meeting told Busi-
ness Standard.

Chavan agreed to give an
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Premji’s foundation focuses on elementary education in rural areas

appointment soon for a de-
tailed presentation by Premji
and his team on the foun-
dation’s plan for the state.
The foundation focuses on
elementary education in ru-
ral areas and works with var-
ious government agencies

such as district institutes
of education and training,
district education office clus-
ters and block rescurce
offices te improve the
quality of education. It also
provides training to teachers
and professors of engineer-

ing colleges.

Premji’s plan to enter Ma-
harashtra is crucial, especially
when the foundation’s cur-
rent staff of 350 would even-
tually grow to 5,000 in 20
states, including Maharash-
tra in the next five years.
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THE STRATEGY

= Sibal: Way ahead

#» The meet was called by the
UGC and the HRD minristry to
help formulate the country’s
education strategy for the
next five years

= Any fee hike will, however,
be accompanied by adequate
scholarship options to ensure
that students admitted to a
programme are not denied
education because of a lack
of resources.

VCs DEMAND
LAW FOR

10% FEE HIKE
EVERY 3 YEARS -

Charu Sudan Kasturi e e e

= charu kasturi®@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE: The Vice-Chancellors
(VCs) of over 200 central and
state universities on Saturday
asked the Centre to provide
statutory backing for binding
10% hikes in student fees every
three years to meet the finan-
cial demands of their varsities.

The VCs recommended “cen-
tral and state universities may
be statutorily required to adopt
revision of fee structure payable
by students by at least 10%" every
three years,” during the 12th Five
Year Plan starting next year.

The proposal for hiking fees
was made at a national confer-
ence of VCs called by the
University Grants Commission
and the human resource devel-
opment (HRD) ministry to help
formulate the country's educa-
tion strategy for the next five
years,

Any fee hike will, however, be
accompanied by adequate schol-
arship options to ensure that stu-
dents admitted to a programme
are not denied education because
of a lack of resources, govern-
ment officials said. .

Fee hike proposals have ear-
lier been made by the National
Knowledge Commission too.

The VCs also reiterated all
universities divide their aca-
demic year into semesters and
shift from marks to credits in
grading students, in order to
facilitate mobility of students
across varsities.

Though most VCs have ear-
lier too supported these reforms,
teacher unions have repeated-
ly epposed the move.

The Delhi University — the
country’s largest varsity — has
witnessed a battle between
teachers and administrators
over introducing semesters for

_OVer a year now.
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Earth getting windier
and waves higher

Scientists warn that gusts could cause severe hurricanes

® Newmann/Corbis

Washington: A new study
has revealed that the world is
getting breezier.

Although global warming
is suspected to be the cause for
it, researchers can’t say for
sure whether climate change
is behind the growing gusts,
reports Discovery News. The
research has found a slow but
steady increase in fop wind
speeds across the oceans over
the last 23 years.

Ian Young, a physical
oceanographer at the Aus.
tralian National University in
Melbourne and colleagues
gathered data from seven satel-
Iites taken between 1985 and

" 2008, Then, they used five in-
dependent statistical tech-
niques to combine, calibrate
and calculate the records. All
five produced the same result.

Despite large seasonal vari-
ations, the mean wind speed
over the oceans hasn't changed
much in the last two decades,

the researchers said. Speed

of the fastest winds, though,
have risen by about half aper
cent each year, and heights of

between a guarter and half a
per cent each year. Those
trends have been strongest in

the southern hemisphere.

Over time, these Kinds of
small and incremental rises
add up. Off the coast of South-
ern Australia, for example, the
tallest one per cent of waves
have risen from five to six me-
ters. The most extreme winds
are now blowing 10% faster
than they used to.

Mark Donelan, an oceanog-
rapher at the University of Mi-
ami in Florida, said the ongo-
ing changes in the most ex-
treme conditions could have
major consequences. If winds
continue to get gustier at the
same rate over the next 50
years, for example, the de-
structive forces of Category s
hurricanes would multiply.
“They would go from knock-
ing over 90% of buildings to
knocking over all them,”
Donelan said. |

The findings were pub-
lished in the journal Science.
ANI
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